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In Social Partnership with  
Thirsk Community Care FREE

www.moverleyskiphire.co.uk
info@moverleyskiphire.co.uk

All Sizes of Skips
Fast, Reliable Service
Recycling Your Waste
Licensed Tipping Facilities
Wait and Load Service
Reclaimed Building Materials
Crushed Rubble

You bend ’em… 
 …I’ll mend ’em!

Garry Langthorne
11a Carr Lane 

Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1EB

Tel: 01347 811113
Mobile: 07879 285549

CLM
ACCIDENT  
REPAIRS

MARK 
FAIRWEATHER

 GROUNDWORKS LTD
Driveways Concreting

Paths & Patios 
Garden Alterations

Drainage Foundations
Demolition 

7.5 Ton - 360˚ Digger / 1.6 Ton - Mini 
360˚ Digger

7 Ton - 180˚ Digger 
Dumpers from 1 Ton to 4 Ton 

½ Ton Single Drum Vibrating Roller
3 Ton Twin Drum Vibrating Roller

All commercial, Agricultural & Domestic 

Clive House, Brafferton, 
Helperby. York 

YO61 2PQ 
MOB: 07974435353
TEL: 01423 360418

Company Reg: 7039826

STAY 
SAFE 

Keep Your 
Distance

VE Day Thirsk & Sowerby

75 years ago the people of this 
country could breath an immense 
sigh of relief, knowing that the utter 
destructiveness..continued page 6.

Next auction Sat. 6th June at 10am
For details please contact us on 

01347 821379 or 07889 297396 or 
timsummersgill@btinternet.com
Catolague at thesaleroom.com

Restrictions will apply.

Summersgills 
Roxby House Estate, York Road, Easingwold YO61 3EF

01904 791131 or 01347 821379

Suppliers of: 
 Heating Oil 

 AGA Additives 

 Boiler Additives 

Run Out of Fuel! 
Don’t Worry 

20 Litre Drums of Heating Oil 
Available to Collect  

HG5 0RB 

01423 396789 
www.yorkshireoils.co.uk 

andrew@yorkshireoils.co.uk 

NORTH YORKSHIRE

CUNDALL MANOR

enquiries@yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk  

07789 637945

Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com
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Daily exercise improving!
by Jacqueline Goddard, Easingwold

CLA welcomes hardship fund for dairy farmers
England’s dairy farmers will be 

able to access up to £10,000 each 
from the UK Government to help 
them overcome the impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak.

This hardship fund will help support 
those dairy farmers who have lost 
significant business following the 
closure of bars, restaurants and cafes 
in recent weeks.

CLA President Mark Bridgeman said:
“We welcome the news that dairy 

farmers have been offered much-
needed financial support from the UK 
Government to help get through these 
challenging times.

“Many dairy farmers have been 
experiencing major cashflow problems 
for weeks due to the food service 
sector closing down in the midst of 
Covid-19.

“It’s important that we support our 
dairy farmers so that they are still 
able to produce milk for doorstep 
delivery, retail market and processing 
into butter and cheese in the future 
when markets return to normal.

“These grants will help overcome 
some of their financial losses, but the 
situation is urgent for many businesses 
so they must be straightforward to 
access and quick to pay out.”

75th Anniversary of VE Day
Dear Sir,
My wife and I were older teenagers 

when that momentous day, VE Day, 
finally dawned.  We can still feel the 
excitement, laughter and fun, tinged 
with relief that it was all over in 
Europe.  I can remember the thrill of 
going round the house and putting 
all the lights on without drawing the 
blackout curtains - and then leaving 
them on all night.  Everywhere we 
went that day were Union Jacks - 
alright, Union Flags if you want to be 
pedantic.  It was a great day to be 
British and the war in Europe was 
over.

I am writing this on the 75th 
Anniversary, and I am so sorry to 
see how few Union Jacks are flying.  
We fly ours all the year round on 
the front of our house, having seen 
how all our Continental friends seem 

to take a pride in flying their own 
national flags on public buildings and 
private houses.  The same is true of 
our brothers in Canada and the USA.  
Come on folks, show a little patriotism 
and thanks that we live in such a 
wonderful country as ours, and get 
those Union Jacks fluttering.  For even 
Easingwold School has given up the 
practice of having a Union Jack at the 
top of one of their flagpoles.

But if you do, remember to fly the 
flag the right way up.  The broad white 
stripe is at the top next to the flagpole.  
To turn it upside down is what we 
were taught was a signal of distress.  
On second thoughts, perhaps that is 
appropriate for life today.

Yours sincerely,
Gerald Edmondson-Jones, 

Easingwold

CLA issues advice to walkers and  
dog owners in the countryside

The CLA (Country Land and Business 
Association) is urging dog owners and 
walkers in the North of England to 
ensure their pets are under control 
around livestock and arable fields 
to avoid risking animal welfare and 
damage to crops.

The renewed call comes after 
numerous farmers have suffered 
abuse by walkers not sticking to 
footpaths, trampling on crops, and not 
keeping their dogs on leads around 
livestock.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 
said: “The CLA recognizes the 
enormous benefits to the nation's 
wellbeing from being out in the 
countryside and close to nature. It 
is one of the most important 'public 
goods' provided by farmers and 
landowners.”

“Visitors to the countryside should 
maintain social distancing and not veer 
off sign-posted footpaths. Those using 
the countryside should, especially 
under current circumstances, be 
conscious that the countryside is 
also a place of work where the land, 
livestock, machinery, wildlife and 
environment must be respected.”

“We would advise owners to keep 
their dogs on a lead or under close 
control when walking through fields 
of livestock, particularly sheep at this 
time of year, and to always stick to 
public rights of ways.

“It is also important that dogs should 
also be adequately controlled in arable 
fields. It is simply irresponsible to let 
dogs roam free, causing damage to 
crops that contribute to the country’s 
food supply.”

“The Countryside Code is generally 
adhered to by the majority of people, 
but there are a few worrying trends 
either based on anti-social behaviour 
or a lack of awareness of the working 
countryside.”

Three top tips for those using the 
countryside:

• Livestock worrying by dogs not 
adequately controlled by their owners 
is on the increase. Please keep your 
dog on a lead if you are anywhere near 
livestock. Even the best-trained family 
pet can chase sheep and wildlife if not 
kept under close control. Also, clear 
up after your dog.

• Fly-tipping is a blight on the 
landscape and can cost up to £800 
per incident to clear away and all at 
the farmer’s expense. Please ensure 
you take your litter home with you and 
dispose of bulky waste through proper 
legal channels.

• When riding a bike or driving a 
vehicle, slow down or stop for horses, 
walkers and farm animals and give 
them plenty of room. By law, cyclists 
must give way to walkers and horse- 
riders on bridleways.

More than a thousand North Yorkshire children sign  
up for online music classes during lockdown

More than a thousand children in 
North Yorkshire are getting music 
lessons – even during lockdown – as 
the county’s music service has moved 
online.

The service started running after 
the Easter holidays for all pupils and 
now has 1020 signed up for weekly 
classes.

As well as giving pupils vital access 
to music teachers at home, our 
service is supporting teachers and 
the children of key workers by running 
class singing and music lessons to 
those still in school.

The tutorials provide vital structure 
and routine for the children signed up, 
as well as helping them build a skill.

There is evidence to suggest 
learning to play an instrument and 
read music benefits children in other 
areas of school life while gaining 
confidence, communication skills and 
concentration.

North Yorkshire County Council’s 
Head of Music, Ian Bangay, said: “It’s 
vital that students during this time 
have some structure, normality and 
something to look forward to.

“It’s possible that this is the only 
contact some children are getting 
outside of their immediate family and 
it means they know there’s still a 
world outside of lockdown.

“There’s a lesson every week and 
the children know they can work 
towards it.

“Music is an incredibly important 
service to North Yorkshire County 
Council and using our teachers and 

the resources we have, we’ve adapted 
it to work for students across the 
county during lockdown.”

The music service has also made 
its own contribution to mark VE Day, 
getting children from across the 
country individually to sing the great 
World War II anthem “We’ll Meet 
Again” and to pull it together into a 
virtual choir. It can be accessed on 
this link https://youtu.be/ku9y50Af6HI

“We are also offering the service to 
council staff,” said Ian Bangay.  “We 
thought there will be a lot of people 
out there in the same boat during 
lockdown – bored, or alone – and this 

could give them some focus and help 
them pick up instruments they haven’t 
played in years.”

Parents of students who want to sign 
up for lessons get in touch with the 
music service who book the student in 
for a slot and email over a link to join 
a video meeting.

The teacher can also email over 
music or backing tracks. 

Feedback from parents includes 
how much children have enjoyed 
the sessions and how they’ve seen 
their children motivated to practice 
at home.
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Cooper King x Hand Sanitizer
Why Cooper King Distillery started producing hand sanitizer

Business was booming, then Covid 
hit. During the last week of March our 
sales plummeted and we lost 85% of 
revenue overnight. We had a frantic 
24 hrs putting in place emergency 
finance plans, making calls to the 
bank, insurers etc. We then received 
a number of enquires from the public 
and front-line workers as to whether 
we could produce hand sanitizer 
after seeing a news story of another 
distillery down south doing something 
similar.

We quickly understood there was – 
and still is – a HUGE national shortage 
of sanitizer, and that we could step up 
to help out. For us it made sense to do 
it, because we’re not just focused on 
our environmental responsibilities but 
our social responsibilities too.  

Being a lean an agile company, 
we researched, developed and 
produced the first batch with a 5-day 
turnaround. We were the first distillery 
in Yorkshire to announce production 

of hand sanitizer. This was a big 
undertaking – we had equipment to 
re-purpose and materials to source, 
but we did it and donated our entire 
1st batch the following day to our local 
community and front-line staff.

The response on social media 
was huge and we were inundated 
with requests for more. We worked 
through the figures and came up with 
a strategy whereby we would sell to 
the public and business and use the 
profits to maintain a free supply to 
NHS, care homes and schools across 
the country. 

We have received some really heart-
warming – and sometimes heart-
wrenching - messages of thanks. 
Some of the organizations and people 
we’ve donated to include hospital A&E 
departments, intensive care units, 
care homes, schools, royal mail, 
mental health trusts, autism charities 
and even Mountain Rescue (60 so far, 
see current list below). The impact 

on them has been considerable – we 
were even told by one trust that they’d 
have to turn away vulnerable patients 
if it wasn’t for the sanitizer we gave 
to them.

A take home message from this is 
that there are a lot of positive stories 
out there – of people doing good for 
their communities. The more we focus 
on and share these stories, the more 
we will inspire others to help - and 
the smoother the ride will be over the 
coming months.

Some local donations include: 
Sutton-on-the-Forest Primary School, 
York A&E, St Leonard's Hospice, 
Children's Safeguarding Hambleton 
& Thirsk, Stillington Post Office, 
Autism Plus, Easingwold caregroup, 
Housing 21 Home Health Care, Wigton 
Community Volunteers, Local farmers, 
Millfield surgery, First Responder, 
Friends of St Monica's Hospital, The 
Supper Club, Scarborough & Ryedale 
Mountain Rescue plus many more.

NFU responds to government support package for 
dairy industry severely hit by Covid-19

A support package to help English 
dairy farmers hit by an economic 
storm caused by the Coronavirus 
pandemic has been announced by 
government. It follows considerable 
NFU and industry-wide campaigning 
for urgent help for the dairy sector.

The financial support comes after 
the almost complete closure of 
foodservice and hospitality outlets, 
resulting in the loss of a market for 
around 8 million litres of milk every 
week. This has affected more than 
three quarters of all dairy farmers 
through drops in milk price or delayed 
payments.

NFU President Minette Batters said: 
“Thankfully, the Secretary of State 
has heard our calls for help and is 
stepping in to prevent a catastrophe 
for the dairy sector. This package of 
support from Defra will help many 
iconic dairy farming businesses facing 
an uncertain future as a result of the 
impacts of the coronavirus outbreak. 
We know that the dairy sector is 
just one of many sectors that have 
been affected by Coronavirus, but we 
appreciate the hard work Defra has 
put in to secure this much-needed 

financial support for many dairy 
farming families who face losing their 
businesses.”

NFU dairy board chairman Michael 
Oakes said: “The NFU alongside other 
industry representatives have worked 
relentlessly over the past few weeks 
to ensure support reaches those 
hard-working dairy farmers facing 
immediate financial hardship due to 
the effects of market volatility.

“While this support package will 
be helpful for those farmers who are 
currently under considerable financial 
strain, we believe a combination of 
measures are needed in order to 
stabilise the industry’s viability for 
the medium and long term. Dairy 
farmers need much better contractual 
protection than they currently enjoy 
and that needs to be examined by 
government as a matter of urgency 
once we move to the recovery phase 
of the current crisis.

“We are also concerned that the fund 
covers England only, but will work 
with the devolved administrations 
to ensure that support reaches all 
farmers affected.”

North Yorkshire carries out extra checks on most vulnerable 
North Yorkshire residents are 

receiving a door knock welfare check 
as part of a coordinated joint effort 
involving County Council staff and 
volunteers. 

These checks are in addition to 
outbound calls to people who are 
particularly vulnerable to being 
hospitalized as a result of Covid-19 
and are being shielded – these checks 
have been ongoing for several weeks 
in partnership with district councils. 
So far over 13,000 people have been 
contacted by telephone to make sure 
they have support in place.

Gary Fielding, the County Council’s 
Director of Strategic Resources said: 
“These checks are crucial in ensuring 
that people in North Yorkshire are 
getting the help and support they 
need, particularly those who are most 
vulnerable. It’s reassuring that for 
most people help is there from family 
and friends. I would like to thank 
our residents who are continuing to 
look out for those left isolated and 
the countless volunteers supporting 
vulnerable people at this difficult time. 
My heartfelt thanks also go to council 
staff who are volunteering to check 
on people over this weekend and 

following weekends. Their enthusiasm 
and dedication is a superb example of 
this incredible Team North Yorkshire 
effort.”

The door knock checks have been 
planned over four weekends and 
include delivering a leaflet with the 
County Council’s customer service 
centre number and a free copy of the 
Yorkshire Post weekend paper.

Those in need of help who don’t 
have anyone else to call on, or anyone 
concerned about the welfare of 
someone else, should contact North 

Yorkshire County Council’s customer 
service centre on 01609 780780. The 
centre is open seven days a week 
8am-5:30pm including bank holidays.

For more information, including links 
to the main supermarkets detailing 
arrangements for people who can 
shop safely for themselves and a link 
to the Buy Local site, go to the NYCC 
website.

Picture shows: Kevin Mort, North 
Yorkshire County Council passenger 
assistant, carrying out door knock 
welfare checks in Ryedale.

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Chapel Street, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AF.        
T: 01347 666505

•  Private Chapels of Rest
•  
•   24 hour help and advice service,  

365 days a year
•    

and run - Independent

•  Payment plans available

 

Easingwold Chapel available for services
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Patriot Women’s Soccer picks up three transfers
FLORENCE, S.C. – Francis Marion 

University first-year women’s soccer 
head coach Chelsea Parker has 
announced the addition of three 
transfers: 5-0 forward and midfielder 
Jada “JP” Pearson of Columbia, 
S.C.; 5-5 goalkeeper Makayla Willets 
of Mastic, N.Y.; and 5-4 midfielder 
Tarran Williams of Thirsk, England.

Pearson spent her freshman season 
at Gardner-Webb University last fall, 
but did not appear in any matches 
and will have four years to play at 
FMU.  She is a graduate of Westwood 
High School, where she played under 
the direction of head coach Chelsea 
Pedersen. A four-year letterwinner 
and her squad’s captain in 2019, 
she earned All-Region accolades 
as a senior, and was named her 

team's Offensive MVP in 2018 and 
the Offensive Player of the Year in 
2017.  She was also selected the most 
valuable player of the 2018 WAGS 
Tournament. On the club circuit, she 
played for Global Premier Soccer - 

Lexington Soccer Academy, scoring 
23 goals in 2018 to lead her LSA 
squad to an 8-7-3 record. She also 
played some time in goal, recording 
six shutouts.

"I am excited about Jada’s pace and 
athleticism,” Parker said.  “She is an 
in-state product that was exposed to 
Division I experience last fall, and we 
are excited to see what she can bring 
to the table this fall for the Patriots."

Willets played her freshman season 
last fall at Lees-McRae College.  She 
appeared in seven matches and 
registered 373 minutes defending 
the Bobcats’ goal while recording 33 
saves, a .702 save percentage, and a 
3.37 goals against average.

She is a graduate of William Floyd 
High School, where she played 

for coach Kaleigh Sidaras.  As a 
senior, she garnered All-State, All-
Conference, and All-County accolades, 
and was named the Suffolk County 
Girls Soccer Coaches Association 
(SCGSCA) League AA “Goalkeeper of 

the Year.”  A three-year starter for the 
Colonials, she tallied 391 career saves 
and 28 shutouts.

"I am very excited about Makayla 
joining us here at Francis Marion.  I 
have known the Willets family for 
some time now and she comes from 
a great hard-working, genuine family. 
Makayla's personality, hard-work, 
energy, and goalkeeping abilities will 
only add to the pool of talent we 
already have."

Williams played two seasons at 
North Iowa Area Community College.  
Last fall, she appeared in 11 matches 
with 10 starts, and recorded three 
goals and four assists on 27 shots.

For her efforts, she picked up 
honorable mention All-Region XI Team 
honors.  During the 2018 season, she 
played in 10 matches with six starts 
and scored two goals, one of which 
was a match-winner.

She is a product of the Easingwold 
School in North Yorkshire, England.

“We are equally excited to add 
Tarran to our roster for 2020.  Since 
the beginning of recruiting, her overall 
energy and especially her want to be 
a part of the Patriot women's soccer 
program has been a motivating force 
for me. She will bring a bit of pace 
and creativity to the team."

Francis Marion lost four seniors off 
last season's 8-8-1 squad.

It is not often we get press releases 
from American Universities so I was 
rather intrigued as to why we had 
received one? Tarran Williams of 
Thirsk, England at the end of the 
first paragraph caught my eye so 

I read on…at the end it mentioned 
Easingwold School so I thought it 
might be worth trying to track down 
Miss Williams to get some background 
on this story, through Facebook I 
managed to contact her and below is 

her story in her own words: 
“I’ve been playing football ever since 

I was 6 years old, I began playing for 
boys teams (Easingwold Town Boys 
U8-U10), played for North Yorkshire 
Women’s Center of Excellence, I left 

there and began to play for Harrogate 
Town Ladies FC. 

My manager at Harrogate also ran 
a company called Sports Recruiting 
USA. He signed me up to his company 
and I played games against numerous 
girls who were also signed. 

We then got scouted by American 
universities to both play and study! 
I got recruited by North Iowa Area 
Community College where I played 
for 2 years. 

I was captain for the team in 
my second year, and also got an 
honourable mention from the league. 
From my games at NIACC I put 
together a highlight video and placed 
it on youtube. 

Many universities reached out to me, 
and I decided to accept an offer from 
Francis Marion University in South 
Carolina!”

Tarran is currently back in England 
until the lockdown is over.

LEISURE CHALLENGE RAISES  
VITAL CASH FOR NHS CHARITIES

A fundraising challenge to help save 
the UK's charities raised over £700 
through Hambleton District Councils 
four leisure centres.

The 2.6 Challenge was developed 
by organizers of the biggest mass-
participation sports events across 
the country, including the London 
Marathon and parkruns. They have 
come together to raise vital funds for 
various UK charities. 

Staff at the centres in Bedale, 
Northallerton, Stokesley and Thirsk & 
Sowerby asked their  customers last 
week to join them in taking part in 
any activity either individually or as a 
family, based around the numbers 2.6 
or 26.  Activities included everything 
from 26 mile bike rides, 2.6 mile 
walks and runs to 26 gymnastics/
trampoline somersaults and 26 netball 
chest passes.

“I am grateful to every single person 
who took part in whatever they did 
no matter how big or small and to 
everyone who sponsored a friend or 
family member,” said  Councillor Mrs 
Bridget Fortune, portfolio holder for 
Leisure who took part in the challenge 
dressed as a rabbit and completed 26 
laps of her paddock (pictured). 

“We set out to raise £400 but 
we nearly doubled this which was 

a fantastic effort and we hope that 
people had some fun along the way 
whilst raising valuable money for NHS 
Charities Together – supporting NHS 
Staff and Volunteers caring for COVID-
19 patients. Well done Hambleton.”

Videos and photos of staff and 
customers are on the leisure centre’s 
Facebook pages. 

Fire – Gracious Street, Huby
Crews from Easingwold and 

Huntington (Time of call: 0051 hours 
Friday 8th May) have dealt with a 
fire in the rear garden of a domestic 
property involving an area of wooden 
decking approx. 15m by 5m. This 
resulted in fire, heat and smoke 
damage to the decking, a garden 
shed and contents and a heating 

oil tank which split. 700l of heating 
fuel ignited and accelerated the fire. 
Fire then spread to garden fence, 
neighbours wooden greenhouse 
and garden furniture. Crews used 2 
hosereel jets, 1 main jet, 2 breathing 
apparatus and lighting. The cause is 
unknown.
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V E Day on Whiteoak Avenue, Easingwold
On V E Day, 8th May 2020,  the 

Showfield Estate met at a 2 metre 
(6' 6") distance for Afternoon Tea. A 
chance to mark the 75th anniversary 
of the end of fighting in WW LL in 
Europe. Debbie Hodgson suggested 
we had tea and scones on our front 
lawns or drives so that people could 
see each other and chat at a distance.

What a lovely time we had on 
Showfield Drive, Whiteoak Ave, Tiplady 
and Katherine Love Drive (correct 
spelling of her name). Neighbours 
decorated their homes with bunting 

and flags. Tables and chairs were 
erected with pretty cloths and China 
cups and saucers. There were flowers 
and music and families wore dresses 
and suits. 

Appreciation go to Debbie for 
advertising the idea on flyers and 
posters on lamp posts. This event 
lifted our spirits during the awful 
Coronavirus 19 pandemic. May we 
soon be able to safely meet for tea 
and cake.

Keep Alert. Save Lives. Stay safe.
Helen Sykes

SUPERMAN?
Dear Sir,
Around 10.30am on a lovely sunny 

morning last Saturday, the day after 
VE Day celebrations, I was dutifully 
observing social distancing while 
waiting for my wife who was buying 
some bread from Thomas the Baker 
on Spring Street in Easingwold.  It 
was pretty busy, with cars as usual 
parked on the double yellows, limiting 
space for the (many) cars on the 
road.  “Where`s the traffic warden?”, 
I thought.  

As I watched another one mount the 
kerb to park illegally a flash of blue & 
red streaked by.  A man dressed in 
full length Superman outfit complete 
with face hugging mask & flowing 
cape whisked past on a racing bike, 
one hand on the handlebars, his other 
outstretched full length forward with 
fist clenched! In a moment he was 
gone up Spring Street, disappearing 
round the rise to Uppleby.  

I turned to ask the lady closest in 
the queue what she thought of that.  
“Of what?”; “Didn`t you see him?”; 
“Who?”; “Superman”; “No, where?”.  
I asked the lady next to her: “No, sorry 
love I was turned the other way”.  My 
wife then emerged from Thomas`s; 
“Did you see that guy go past on a 
bike in a Superman outfit?”

You can imagine the reply.
Could anyone else please verify 

that they too also saw Superman, or 
perhaps our Superhero himself could 
confirm it was in fact him & provide 
some detail about his latest mission?  
Or do I just put this down to nearly 
seven weeks of Lockdown?  Please 
help!

Nev Bracken, Easingwold

 
 

Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.

Please note: Opinions expressed in letters published are not necessarily opinions held by 
the Editor or the Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News. The Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News hold no responsibility for the accuracy of any details contained within advertisements. 
To avoid mistakes please ensure ALL copy is clearly presented, preferably typed or neatly 
written. The deadline for contributed copy is 5pm on the Monday prior to publication.
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Appeal following fatal 
collision involving 
Porche and cyclist

Police are appealing for witnesses 

following a fatal collision which 
occurred on Sunday 10 May 2020.

It happened at around 1.45pm 
on the A168 northbound between 
Allerton Park and Boroughbridge 

which involved a cyclist and a black 
Porsche 911 Carrera, which were 
both travelling in the same direction 
towards Boroughbridge.

The 34 year-old male cyclist was 
sadly pronounced dead at the scene. 
The 35 year-old driver of the Porsche 
was arrested and has been released 
under investigation whilst enquiries 
continue.

Officers are appealing for witnesses 
or anyone who may have seen the 
cyclist or Porsche prior to, and at the 
time of the incident.

If you have any information, including 
any dash-cam footage, please email 
Nicola.Gill@northyorkshire.pnn.police.
uk or MCIT@northyorkshire.pnn.
police.uk. Alternatively, please pass 
information to the Force Control Room 
by calling  101.

Tucker Talks 746 (digital)
Planning

Those who objected so vehemently 
to the planning application to put up 
more than 60 houses on Back Lane 
in Sowerby will be relieved that the 
application has now been rejected 
by the District Council Planning 
Committee. This comes as no surprise 
given the, let us say, radical nature 
of the application, and its promise 
of traffic congestion, damage to 
the environment and the local 
conservation area. I still recall  the 
representative of the developers at the 
public consultation describing Back 
Lane as “urban”. OK: would that be 
the urban agricultural barn, the urban 
stable block and the urban fields used 
for grazing and keeping horses? 

Be vigilant
After seven weeks of unprecedented 

restrictions on movement and social 
activity, the government has relaxed 
the rules, a little bit. It will still be 
important to be vigilant. A look at 
the statistics shows that the number 
of cases and the rate of infection 
per thousand people locally is low, 
particularly compared with city areas, 
so we must keep it that way. The 
message now is “Be alert”. Garden 
centres are allowed to reopen, but 
ours in Thirsk will restart with online 
orders and click and collect only, while 
they work on creating a safe system 
for staff and customers. The National 
Trust is looking at how it can reopen 
some of its many places in North 
Yorkshire, probably with pre-booking 
required in order to keep control of 
numbers. It will be good to be able 
to walk in Studley deer park and 
Fountains Abbey again. I wonder if the 
deer have missed us! 

Forget it?
Some years ago I bought and read 

a book published in 2003 called 
America’s Forgotten Pandemic, the 
seminal account of the 1918 flu 
pandemic by Professor Alfred Crosby. 
He chose that title because of the 
willingness of governments to ignore 
the lessons to be learnt from these 
mega-events about the need to 
be prepared. Inside my copy, with 
its picture of policemen in Seattle 
wearing face masks made for them by 
the Red Cross, is a review of another 

book which came out in 2017 about 
the so-called “Spanish flu” of 1918, 
which takes its title, “Pale Rider” from 
the verse in the Book of Revelation 
in which there appears a pale horse 
whose rider is Death. The message 
in both books was that another global 
pandemic was likely and overdue. 
This view was endorsed by the 
American Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. But as Professor 
Crosby noted, governments chose to 
concentrate their efforts elsewhere. 
Terrorism is a terrible attack on a 
country, but the actual number of 
people killed or injured is small. 
The amount spent trying to contain 
that particular evil is immense. It 
would appear that by comparison the 
attention paid in recent years to the 
inevitable return of the pale rider 
was small, and a future enquiry may 
discover that our government was 
focussed on the Brexit issue to the 
neglect of the threat coming our way. 
We can ignore it but it won’t go away. 

Urgent Treatment Centre
In the midst of this crisis there 

is a major change in the way our 
local medical services are managed, 
with the merger of the three Clinical 
Commissioning Groups for North 
Yorkshire into one.  This new medical 
monster is responsible for ‘buying’ 
health services for more than 
425,000 people living in the county. 
One of their first decisions was that 
the Urgent Treatment Centre at the 
Friarage Hospital is to remain open on 
a 24-hour footing. The alternative was 
to operate from 8am to midnight only, 
a set-up favoured by the Hospital as 
very few patients have been turning 
up overnight and it was felt to be a 
waste of resources. The Richmond 
MP Rishi Sunak, now Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, had campaigned for the 
24 hour option, and it was supported 
by most people who took part in the 
public consultation. They have won 
the day, but we must see how long 
this lasts. The hospital only has to 
say “we can’t get enough staff” and 
they can shorten the hours. We shall 
see. The Urgent Treatment Centre 
deals with relatively minor conditions 
and injuries such as bites and stings, 
strains and sprains, “minor” head 
injuries, “minor” scalds and burns, 
skin infections and rashes, the sort of 
thing that in an ideal world would be 

dealt with in the daytime in Thirsk at 
the GP surgeries. 

First Responders
In response to the needs of this 

crisis, Thirsk Community First 
Responders have continued to be on 
standby for urgent local calls, but 
with reduced numbers as some of 
the team have been undertaking 
training to work in extra roles within 
Yorkshire Ambulance Service. Two 
have qualified to work as ambulance 
crew on non-emergency transfers; 
some are working at YAS HQ on 
999 and 111 calls; others collect 
ambulances from the repair depot, 
collect clinical waste from ambulance 
stations, and do other unseen tasks 
that are essential to make the 
machine work. When I spoke to their 
leader Stuart Mountford he was proud 
of the work of the team but also 
saddened that two YAS workers had 
died after contracting Covid-19. He 
expressed the attitude that motivates 
them and should inspire in us pride 
and gratitude. “it’s a vocation. We’re 
passionate.”

Foodbank
Community Works, the new name 

for The Clock and Community Care, 
has been hard at work. Their team 
of staff and volunteers has supported 
increasing numbers of vulnerable 
people, including collecting and 
delivering prescriptions and shopping, 
providing food parcels and packed 
lunches. 7 people have come to them 
recently because they are homeless.  
Their statistics show that in recent 
weeks in April they were giving 
help of one sort or another to over 
200 people. Well done them! They 
welcome donations to keep the work 
going.

VE Day
75 years ago the people of this 

country could breath an immense 
sigh of relief, knowing that the utter 
destructiveness of war in Europe had 
come to an end. It was, just like 
today, an experience that changed 
lives and people’s view of life, a 
bridge crossed.  Plans to mark this 
locally were never on a big scale, but 
the pandemic reduced them further. 
There was bunting, and one or two 
distanced tea parties conducted in the 
slightly whimsical way imposed by the 

coronavirus restrictions. Residents of 
St James Green were well entertained. 
I wonder if come August and VJ Day 
we could have another go? 

Carrs Field
Carrs Field is a piece of land near 

Cod Beck, accessible from the Marage 
car park or St James Green. It was 
left to the town under the terms of 
the Ethel Johnson Bequest to provide 
a space for  recreation and sports. 
Various attempts have been made 
over the years by the trustees to 
make it attractive, including the first 
skatepark, but perhaps because the 
land is not overlooked by any houses 
there has been a history of people 
leaving rubbish and misusing the 
equipment. Broken glass bottles were 

a particular hazard for dog walkers 
and children. Now the trustees have 
decided to remove a large area of hard 
standing and make the whole space 
into grass.  Chairman of the Trustees 
Tony Jordan acknowledged financial 
support from Thirsk Town Council to 
pay for the work to turn the area back 
to grassland. 

A warning
In their 50-page guide “Our Plan to 

Rebuild” the government outlines the 
changes that they now consider safe, 
including this at page 27. “People may 
exercise outside as many times each 
day as they wish. For example, this 
would include angling and tennis.” 
Please do not try angling and tennis 
simultaneously.

news@easingwoldadvertiser.com 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

01347 821329

Got a 
story?
Let us know

Did 
you 

know...?

I’d like 
to say...

TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK celebrating at a distance

celebration

Music and bubbles

Carrs Field

Staying eco-friendly during home learning 
Since the end of March, most 

children have been learning at home 
with the help of their parents and 
online tool kits.

With home learning in mind, Peter 
Bell, an Energy Reduction Officer at 
North Yorkshire County Council, has 
launched a new website for children 
aged between seven and 11 years 
old to teach them about climate 
change, and the importance of carbon 
reduction.

Peter, known by teachers and pupils 
in North Yorkshire as eco-hero Power 
Down Pete, has been visiting schools 
for ten years. 

Peter said: “It is vital that we still 
maintain connections with the school 
and their communities as well as 
encourage the children to take an 

interest in environmental issues.” 
The website, NYCC Eco Education 

has a range of activities designed to 
be accessed online, and assists both 
children and parents in understanding 
the issues facing the planet.

Each lesson is neatly packaged into 
PowerPoints, videos and worksheets 
that can be printed, along with some 
quiz challenges to complete online.

County Councillor Patrick Mulligan, 
Executive Member for Education and 
Skills, said: “With Peter not able to 
visit schools at the moment, this is a 
great opportunity for children to still 
engage with our eco-friendly lessons 
during these unprecedented times. It 
is one of the many innovative ways 
staff are trying to maintain service 
continuity with schools.” 



Thirsk Weekly News, Saturday, 16th May, 20207

SPORTS VILLAGE  
WINS AWARD

Sowerby’s £5m sports village has 
won regional recognition.

The Hambleton District Council 
project has been awarded the ‘land and 
rural’ prize in the inaugural North East 
RICS Social Impact awards. Judges 
said it had been designed to support 
the adoption of a healthier lifestyle and 
will be a welcome addition to Sowerby 
and the surrounding area.

The project was developed following 
widespread consultation with local 
residents, sports clubs and their 
national bodies. The former eleven 
acre landfill site has been transformed 
into sports pitches, a running and 
cycling track and fitness trail. There 
are allotments for local residents, 
wildlife corridors and landscaping 
work will encourage biodiversity.

“We are very proud of this new 
facility in Sowerby which we opened 
up early for local people to have 
a place to walk and undertake 
their recreational fitness during the 
coronavirus pandemic,” said Council 
Leader, Councillor Mark Robson. 
(pictured at the site)

“They have a great new recreational 

facility on their doorstep. It was an 
adventurous scheme and involved 
lots of partnership work so we are 
exceptionally proud to win this award 
against opposition from across the 
North East.” 

The sports village has been 
constructed by ESH which submitted 
the scheme for the RICS (Royal 
Institute for Chartered Surveyors) 
award.

The scheme benefitted from 
£643,118 from the European Regional 
Development along with developer 
contributions for the Sowerby Gateway 
development - which is creating 
housing, retail leisure, care provision 
and employment land.

Managing your money in difficult times
In our last article, we reflected 

on the increasing use of the term 
‘unprecedented’ to describe events 
that have had a significant impact 
for us all. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has led to 
the government taking unprecedented 
steps to ‘lockdown’ our daily social 
interactions to protect the NHS and 
save lives. In addition, they have 
taken unprecedented steps to support 
the prospects of a quick economic 
recovery after lockdown by paying the 
wages of millions of workers. Central 
banks have allocated unprecedented 
funds to support the world financial 
system and reduced interest rates 
to unprecedented levels, including 
discussion of negative interest rates. 
These  actions have been replicated 
to some degree or other around the 
world by governments to save lives 
and mitigate the economic damage 
caused by the pandemic.  

With such ‘unprecedented’ events 
being reported on a seemingly daily 
basis, the latest being a record 
contraction of -5.8% in the UK’s 
March gross domestic product (GDP), 
holding investments in pension plans, 
individual savings accounts (ISAs), unit 
trusts etc can be very disconcerting. 

However, even with the worrying 
headlines, concerns for our family and 
friend’s health and consequent stock 
market volatility, there are some basic 
investment principles that have stood 
the test of time. 

1. Time in the market, not timing 
the market.

Allocating funds to an investment 
should be for an absolute minimum 
period for 5 years . A minimum 5-year 
period provides greater protection to 
your investment from any periodic 
falls in value that will be experienced 
when investing in assets other than 
cash. History has shown that the 
longer you remain invested, the more 
the occurrence of positive returns over 
the period invested is increased. 

In addition, having an emergency 
fund held in accessible cash that 

covers a minimum of 6-12 months’ 
future expenditure, together with 
earmarking cash funds for any 
planned expenditure over the next 5 
years, will reduce the risk of having 
to access your investments in an 
emergency.

2. Risk appetite and capacity for 
loss 

When investing, you should fully 
understand and be comfortable with 
your personal attitude to risk . Your 
attitude to risk will determine the type 
of investments that would be suitable 
for you. 

Understanding your personal 
capacity for loss is equally important 
as this provides a good indication of 
the ‘financial cushion’ you have should 
your investments continue to be loss-
making for an extended period. Selling 
shares or other assets out of necessity 
at a time they are loss-making is 
probably the last thing you would 
want to do.

When markets are falling, it’s 
important to have the ability and 
temperament to keep calm and 
remain invested. 

After the significant stock market 
falls in history - including the Great 
Depression of 1929, Black Monday in 
1987, the Technology Crash of 2001, 
and Credit Crisis of 2008 - markets 
recovered to achieve new highs for 
patient investors. 

3. Diversification  
When investing, diversification 

is an important tool both to reduce 
your investment risk and provide 
access to more opportunities for your 
investment; in simple terms it means 
not putting all your eggs in one basket.

An investment can be made into 
the following main asset classes, 
including cash, fixed interest securities 
(also called bonds), company shares, 
property and commodities. 

Within each of the above asset 
classes, further diversification can be 
achieved. For example, investing in 
a large number of company shares 
across many countries will reduce risk 

compared to investing in a single company share. 
The right mix of assets for an individual will depend on their attitude to risk 

and objectives.
The table below shows the cumulative performance of various assets and 

indices over 3 months, 6 months and 1, 3 and 5 years to 13/05/2020.
Index  3 month 6 month 1 year 3 year 5 year
UK Government Bonds1 6.2% 9.3% 14.2% 17.6% 33.7%
Moneyfacts 90 Days Notice 10K 0.2% 0.5% 1.0% 2.5% 3.9%
UK Equities 2 -20.6% -17.6% -13.5% -9.2% 5.9%
Emerging Market Equities3 -13.4% -9.6% -4.5% 1.9% 26.5%
US Equities4 -10.3% -2.7% 6.8% 30.8% 86.6%
Source- FE Analytics

1 The index used is the  FTSE 
Actuaries UK Conventional Gilts All 
Stocks which tracks the performance 
of government bonds; 2 The index used 
is the FTSE All share consisting of 641 
of the UK’s best known companies; 3 
The index used is the MSCI Emerging 
Market index which aims to track 
equity performance across emerging 

markets; 4 The index used is the S&P 
500 which tracks the performance 
of the largest 500 companies in the 
United States by market value.   

The table shows that different asset 
classes can perform very differently 
over the same period. Please 
remember the following risk warning 
when investing: 

• The value of investments can go 
down as well as up.

• Past performance is not necessarily 
a guide to future performance and 
past performance may not necessarily 
be repeated.

We continue to wish everyone the 
very best and remind our existing 
clients that we are still available to 
assist with any questions you might 
have at this time. 

For new clients, we offer a no 
obligation initial consultation by 
phone or video conference. If you 
are considering professional financial 
advice to help with your future plans, 
please see the contact details in our 
separate advert.

The information in this article is for 
information only purposes and does 
not constitute financial advice.

Mowatt Financial Planning

BABY SHOWER CELEBRATIONS FOR CARER IN LOCKDOWN
A care assistant at Sowerby House, 

Thirsk, has been surprised with a 
socially distanced baby shower by her 
colleagues at the care home.

Tanya Uluikadvu, 39, had a baby 
shower planned with her friends 
and family however, due to the UK’s 
lockdown, she was unable to celebrate 
as planned.

The staff at the care home decided to 
plan a surprise, stand-in baby shower 
so that Tanya, who is expecting a little 
girl on 30 May, got the celebration she 
deserved.

The idea started when a member 
of staff at Sowerby House, Louise 
Roberts-Duke, decided to start a 
collection to buy Tanya and her new 
baby a gift. Soon, the staff at the 
home all pulled together and planned 
a pink-themed celebration with a cake 
for everyone to share.

Tanya said: “I couldn’t believe it 
when I walked into the room and saw 
what my friends at Sowerby House 
had organized for me. It was a bitter-
sweet moment, it was a real shame I 
couldn’t celebrate as planned but the 

surprise baby shower definitely made 
up for it. Thank you to everyone who 
helped to make it happen!”

Katie Hodgson, home manager at 
Sowerby House, said: “Tanya is a 
much-loved member of the team at 
Sowerby and we all knew how upset 
she was that she couldn’t have her 
planned baby shower.

“We’re all great friends, not just 
colleagues, so we all pulled together 
to make sure she could celebrate the 
day like she deserved.”

Send them to The Easingwold Advertiser, 
Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB 
or Email them to: news@easingwoldadvertiser.com or news@thirskweeklynews.com

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
EASINGWOLD AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of those pictured 
would be appreciated. 

These will be printed when space allows, 
and returned after publication.
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Huby VE Day & Bunting
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100 electronic handheld devices to  
care homes for online GP consultations

The NHS Vale of York Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) has 
organized for over 100 electronic 
handheld devices to be delivered to 
60 care homes across the region, 
which will improve access to GP 
appointments for care home residents 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

The tablets will enable rapid access 
to remote GP support when it is 
needed by residents, and decrease 
the risk of Covid-19 transmission 
by reducing the number of visits to 
care homes where appropriate. It will 
also be clinically beneficial for GPs to 
assess patients through video instead 
of by telephone alone.

By implementing new digital 
solutions it is hoped that GPs will 
be able to see more patients more 
quickly, reduce time spent travelling 
to and from care homes, and respond 
effectively to requests for urgent 
appointments.

Since the Covid-19 outbreak GPs in 
our area have been supported by the 
Vale of York CCG in swiftly developing 
new ways of working, which has 
included moving some surgeries to 
100% online initial triage to reduce 

infection risk, in only a matter of 
weeks.

Linda Donnellan-Beevers, Manager 
at Amarna Care Home in York, said, 
“Ensuring that our residents are able 
to access GP appointments safely is 
an absolute priority for us. We look 
forward to using the new tablets, 
which will be used following infection 
control principles, to help residents 
speak to their GPs about Covid-19 and 
non Covid-19 related health issues. 
Reducing the number of people who 
come in and out of the care home is 
critical to protecting our residents.”

Dr Thomas Patel-Campbell, GP at 
Haxby Group Practice, said, “These 
devices will allow GPs to perform 
secure video consultations with 
patients living in care homes, enabling 
us to manage their medical problems 
without putting them at increased risk. 
Where a face-to-face assessment is 
needed we will of course continue to 
provide this. This is an example of how 
we are using technology in the Vale 
of York to improve patient care, with 
the added reassurance that patients 
will be able to see the face of their 
usual GP.”

VE day celebrations at Easingwold Community Primary School
The lockdown didn't stop children 

from Easingwold Primary School 
learning about VE day and celebrating 
the 75th anniversary. The children 
of key workers who were in school, 
created bunting to decorate the front 
of school, made Spitfire models and 
learnt about what VE day is and why 
we celebrate it. 

Children who are learning at home 
were set lots of task to complete 

including; making bunting to decorate 
their homes, creating a time line out of 
75 sheets of toilet paper to understand 
how long ago it was compared to their 
lives, learning the lyrics to We'll Meet 
Again for the national sing along, 
planning a family picnic to celebrate 
and learning the Lindy Hop! 

They also got the chance the 
develop their historical enquiry skills 
by interviewing older members of their 

family and friends who remember VE 
day to find out what it was really like 
75 years ago when the whole country 
celebrated together. 

Staff at the school are hoping that it 
won't be too long before they can have 
our own celebration when all of the 
children can return to school. 

Alison Cottrell, (Acting 
Headteacher)

Easingwold Town Council Planning Applications
20/00732/LBC Application for listed 

building consent for the creation of 
new openings (windows and doors), 
construction of a porch & Internal 
landscaping works. Old Vicarage 
Market Place Easingwold.

20/00750/FUL Demolition of existing 
conservatory and erection of two 
storey extension. 11 Apple Garth 
Easingwold YO61 3LZ.

20/00799/FUL Proposed alterations 
to existing outbuildings to create single 

storey extension. Alterations to roof 
and fenestration to north elevation and 
dormer windows to south elevation. 
Shires Farm Easingwold YO61 3EH.

20/00770/FUL Demolition of existing 
agricultural building and construction 
of new oak frame joinery workshop, 
complete with offices, covered stores, 
yard and car parking. Land and 
Buildings Rear of Linton House, North 
Moor Road Easingwold.

North Yorkshire steps up support to stem Covid-19 outbreaks in care homes
North Yorkshire has stepped up 

support for the 235 care homes and 
extra care housing schemes across 
the County as they find themselves in 
the frontline of fighting Covid-19.

From day one, North Yorkshire 
County Council and its partners have 
been providing practical support to 
care providers, including help with 
staffing and HR, help with safe hospital 
discharges, advice on infection control 
and a dedicated email address for 
advice and support: SocialServices.
Contractingunit@northyorks.gov.uk

These measures have been open to 
all care providers but have, inevitably, 
been focused on the care homes and 
extra care housing schemes which 
have outbreaks. 

Now, in order to stem the rising 
tide of infection and deaths in care 
settings, the County Council, is shifting 
its operations to a broader approach 
aimed at prevention of outbreaks and, 
if possible, keeping homes Covid-free, 
as well as responding to outbreaks. 

North Yorkshire is providing this new 
service in close partnership with the 
Independent Care Group (ICG), which 

represents most care providers in 
North Yorkshire, and NHS colleagues, 
as well as Public Health England (PHE), 
which is leading nationally on Covid-
19, and the Care Quality Commission 
(CQC), which is the regulator for care 
providers.

The Council has created new care 
teams to spearhead this enhanced 
service. From last week each home 
in North Yorkshire is receiving a daily 
call from a care home contact officer 
with a welfare checklist. They find out 
from each setting how they are coping 
and if they have any issues related 
to Covid-19 and whether they need 
additional support from the Council 
or the NHS.  

Homes experiencing problems are 
then supported by a care home liaison 
officer who will channel resources to 
meet requirements such as support on 
HR, staffing and recruitment, reducing 
agency usage if possible, help with 
sourcing PPE, infection control, zoning 
of care homes, cohorting of staff and 
residents, safe hospital discharge, 
clinical advice, registered manager 
support and more.

An unprecedented amount of work 
has been undertaken over the last two 
weeks and additional staff redeployed 
and trained to carry out this vital 
supporting role for the care sector 
during the current crisis.  

There is also a major effort taking 
place to prepare for the Government 
confirming its arrangements for the 
more widespread testing of care home 
residents. 
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir,
Further to my letter of last week 

drawing attention to a planning 
application to build a factory 
behind our house on North Moor. 
I unfortunately gave an incorrect 
reference number. It should have 
read 20/00770/FUL and is listed in 
this weeks Advertiser. It is due to 
be discussed by Easingwold Council 
Planning Committee on Monday 18th 
May. 

Whilst we have already had several 
letters of objections submitted to 
Hambleton District Planning, more 
would be appreciated to demonstrate 
the level of local opposition to siting a 
Factory in our rural area.

Several people have told me of 
difficulties in putting in an objection 
using the Planning portal, and I 
have passed these on to Hambleton 
Planning. Similarly, letters have been 
sent in by post but have not yet been 
put onto the system due to staffing 
issues during the Covid 19 crisis.

The easiest way to submit an 
objection is by email to: Planning @
hambleton.gov.uk

Could I again pass on my 
appreciation to the people who have 
already put in an objection. We really 
appreciate their support.

Dave Clegg, Easingwold

Step by step approach to reboot the economy
Today thousands of employees will 

be going into work for the first time in 
weeks. The Government has issued a 
set of tailored guidelines for employers 
to help protect their workforce whilst 
getting their business up and running. 
It is absolutely vital that we start 
to open up so that the wheels of 
our economy can start to turn again 
so long as we do it in a way that 
safeguards people’s health. As we 
enter the second stage or our response 
to coronavirus the Government will not 
only be focussing on saving lives but 
also on saving livelihoods.

This is why this week the Chancellor, 
Rishi Sunak, extended the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme, which has 
already protected more than 7 million 
jobs across the UK, until the end of 
October which will give businesses 
time to begin to recover from the 
impact of this horrible virus. Until July 
workers will continue to get 80 percent 
of their current salary up to £2,500 a 
month but, from the start of August, 
the scheme will be more flexible with 
workers being able to work part-time 
with employers contributing towards 
some of the cost of their salaries.

There are other changes that come 
in this week which will make a big 
difference to all of us who have been 
in lockdown for 7 weeks. People can 
go outdoors as many times as they 
wish and can enjoy the fresh air by 
sitting, picnicking or sunbathing. We 
can meet one other person from a 
different household so long as we 
follow social distancing rules and we 
can play tennis, basketball or golf with 
members of our household or one 
other person if we stay two metres 
apart. Instead of exercising near our 
homes we can now travel to open 
spaces elsewhere in the country so 
long as we return home the same 
day. For those of us who are lucky 

enough to live in rural North Yorkshire 
it is very easy to take our beautiful 
surroundings for granted and some 
may feel resentful if others come to 
enjoy it too. Whilst we must respect 
the social distancing rules at all times, 
I would urge you to show respect and 
kindness to visitors, some of whom 
may have been cooped up at home 
with little outdoor space for almost 
two months. This opportunity to enjoy 
the outdoors is just as important for 
their mental health and wellbeing as 
it is for us and it will bring a small 
boost to our economy as people spend 
money in whichever shops are able 
to open.

This week was the first of a three 
step approach to get us back to a 
semblance of normality. In early 
June, if the scientific advice and the 
numbers support it, we can expect a 
phased re-opening of shops and the 
return of primary schools beginning 
with the youngest and Year 6. This will 
be followed in July, at the earliest, with 
some hospitality and public places 
opening up, which of course will be 
welcome news to many businesses 
across North Yorkshire.

We absolutely need to beat this virus 
and avoid a second spike. My strong 
advice to anyone going to an indoor 
public place, such as on transport 
or in shops, is to wear a face mask. 
Covering your mouth and nose will 
shield you and others to a degree 
and may reduce any infection. Every 
little bit of protection helps to stop 
the spread. The coronavirus crisis, so 
unexpected, has thrown everything 
we take for granted into turmoil. 
Thanks to a huge collective effort we 
are coming through it and, together, 
we will rebuild the economy and our 
livelihoods and we will be stronger 
for it.

Antique and 
Collectables Auction

Saturday 6th June @ 10am
A collection of over 1050 lots 

interesting Antiques collected from 
throughout North Yorkshire.

To include Yorkshire oak and 
Mouseman,  Georgian, Victorian and 
Edwardian items, Pictures, Glassware, 
Jewellery and watches, porcelain and 
china items, Clocks , etc etc.

View and bid online at www.

thesaleroom.com and new to 
summersgills  www.easylive.com

You can now bid online for only £3 
per Auction at easylive so take a look 
at all the items in the sale and maybe 
give it a try….

Alternatively bid by telephone or 
leave a commission bid on an item 
you maybe interested in.

Call Tim Summersgill if you need 
any further information (see advert on 
front page for contact details).

Schoolchildren dig into archives  
to mark 75th anniversary of VE day

Primary school pupils dug deep into 
North Yorkshire’s archives to mark the 
75th anniversary of VE Day.

Children from St Peter’s School, 
Brafferton (Helperby), joined with 
the North Yorkshire County Record 
Office for the project, which saw them 
use ration books, public information 
leaflets, posters and photographs to 
find out about life on the Home Front 
during the Second World War.

In addition, the children were able 
to cook up dishes using authentic 

wartime recipes, grow their own 
vegetables inspired by the ‘Dig for 
Victory’ campaign and embrace the 
‘Make Do and Mend’ spirit of the times 
by upcycling old clothes, all thanks to 
home-schooling activities created by 
school staff with the Record Office’s 
Audience Development Officer, 
Virginia Arrowsmith.

On VE Day itself (8 May), pupils 
created buntings which were used to 
decorate the school and organised tea 
parties for their families. 

The school is planning a community 
day with a local history focus, using 
the archives to inspire exploration of 
the area and its heritage. It is hoped 
this will provide an opportunity for 
engagement with the local community.

St Peter’s work forms part of the 
County Record Office’s Resilient 
Records project, which has been 

made possible with funding from the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund.  

The project is currently working with 
a wide range of groups across the 
county, including young, older and 
vulnerable people, to open up access 
to the archive’s amazing historic 
documents.

Working with archives can contribute 

to their goals, be it education, 
promoting health and wellbeing or 
encouraging artistic inspiration.

Sarah Anderson from St Peter’s 
said: “The VE Day 75 celebrations 
have provided a great opportunity to 
immerse children in learning about 
the Second World War and its impact 
on our community, in creative and 
interactive ways. 

“Using some of the fascinating 
archive material from the County 
Record Office, we were able to bring 
the story of wartime Britain to life for 
pupils, and encourage them to get 
hands-on with their learning at home.” 

Cllr Greg White, executive member 
for customer engagement, said: “This 
digital project has been a great way 
to open up our wonderful archive 
collections to young people and to help 
them to gain a greater understanding 
of the past and life during wartime.”

Pictures show: Charlotte Arrowsmith 
with some of the WW2 documents 
used in the project, as a land girl 
and sews bunting for the VE Day 
commemorations.
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Dying Matters 
Awareness Week

On the 20th May the law around 
organ donation is changing in England, 
subject to finalizing the Parliamentary 
process, and we want to encourage 
everyone to consider the options and 
register or share their decision. 

Under the new law, all adults in 
England will be considered as having 
agreed to donate their own organs 
when they die unless they record a 
decision not to donate, (known as 
‘opting out’), or are in one of the 
excluded groups. 

Those excluded will be people under 
18, those who lack the mental capacity 
to understand the new arrangements 
and take the necessary action; people 
who have lived in England for less 
than 12 months or who are not living 
here voluntarily and those who have 
nominated someone else to make the 
decision on their behalf.

It is important that people know 
they will still have a choice whether 
or not to donate. Families will still 
be consulted, and people’s faith, 
beliefs and culture will continue to 

be respected. Where the individual 
hasn’t expressed a decision, specialist 
nurses will support their families to 
make a decision, based on what their 
loved ones would have wanted. If the 
decision is not to donate, this will be 
honoured and upheld.

Very few people die in the 
circumstances where organ donation 
is possible so every organ donor is 
precious. Organ donation will not 
go ahead if a potential donor tests 
positive for Covid-19. However, there 
are still life saving organ transplants 
taking place at this time, bringing 
hope to seriously ill patients on the 
Transplant Waiting List.

Anthony Clarkson, Director of 
Organ and Tissue Donation and 
Transplantation at NHS Blood and 
Transplant, said: “This year during 
Dying Matters Awareness Week, we 
are asking everyone to talk about 
organ donation. Not only is it important 
to register your choice but also to 
discuss your decision with your family 
and friends.

“Even though the law around organ 
donation is changing on the 20th May, 
there is no deadline to making your 

donation decision, you can register 
your choice at any time. 

“Your family will always be involved 
in discussions about the possibility of 
donation, so it is vital you share your 
choice with them, whether you are 
with them in person, or are staying 
connected via a chat over the phone or 
on family Zoom or Skype calls.”

The main theme for this year’s Dying 
Matters Awareness Week (May 11th 
– 17th) is ‘Dying to be heard’. It 
encourages us to also consider the 
other side of conversation – not just 
talking but listening too. If you’ve 
already made your organ donation 
decision, do you know the decision of 
those around you? 

If organ donation becomes a 
possibility, relatives find it much easier 
to support a loved one’s decision if 
they already know what they wanted.

If you haven’t already, please make 
your choice now, register it on the 
NHS Organ Donor Register and tell 
your family. For more information and 
to register your decision, whether you 
decide to opt in or opt out, visit: www.
organdonation.nhs.uk 

Second year students 
opt to work early

MORE than 150 student nurses 
have opted to start work early, while 
completing their studies, to help South 
Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

The second year students have been 
employed by the trust as health care 
assistants (mid programme students) 
and will take on extended placements 
at The James Cook University Hospital, 
Friarage Hospital, Redcar Primary Care 
Hospital and East Cleveland Primary 
Care Hospital as paid members of 

staff.
The Teesside University students will 

work 30 hours a week at the hospital 
and have one day a week for their 
studies.

Emma Stokes and Rebecca Hogg 
were among the students to volunteer.

Emma, who will be working in the 
cardiothoracic intensive care unit, 
said: “I wanted to help with the current 
COVID-19 outbreak and I felt that not 
opting in, in my current situation being 
young and healthy wouldn’t have sat 
well with me because I knew I wanted 
to help and had the clinical skills.”

Rebecca said: “There’s a real mix 

of emotions at the moment. I’m both 
excited and nervous.”

Eileen Aylott, associate director of 
nursing for education and workforce at 
South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust said: “It’s fantastic to see them 
all opt in. Obviously it’s a very scary 
time for them but they really want to 
progress on their programme and help 
out in this time of need.

“The students will make a difference 
everyday as willing pairs of hands. 
They will support our nursing staff and 
will interact and support our patients 
when their families can’t be here.”

Dementia support work proceeds at pace across 
Vale of York & North Yorkshire during lockdown 
North Yorkshire charity Dementia 

Forward is using the coronavirus 
lockdown period to increase 
awareness of the support they offer for 
people with dementia and to improve 
joined-up working with local GPs.

Dementia Forward is commissioned 
by Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group, North Yorkshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group, and North 
Yorkshire County Council, and 
provides advice information, practical 
and wellbeing support to people with 
dementia and their families.

This includes helping people come 
to terms with their diagnosis, making 
sure they receive the financial support 
they are entitled to, managing the 
condition and changes over time, 
and ensuring that the individual and 
their carers have access to respite if 
needed.

Whilst the Covid-19 lockdown has 
limited the face-to-face support work 
that Dementia Forward can carry out, 
it has provided opportunities to work 
more closely with GPs.  Dementia 
Forward’s Specialist Nurse is working 
with some of the GPs’ most vulnerable 
patients, helping to develop care plans 
and having sensitive discussions 
with patients around advanced care 
planning to ensure that they have 
personalized end of life plans in place.

Local people across North Yorkshire, 
including the police and fire services, 
are helping Dementia Forward 
promote their helpline through a video 
on social media which can be seen 
here: https://youtu.be/9w2-tVVasVo 
.  The Dementia Forward helpline 
number is 03300 578592 and the 
opening times are Monday – Friday 9 

am – 4 pm.
Jill Quinn, Chief Executive of 

Dementia Forward, said, “The Covid-
19 pandemic has been difficult for 
everyone, but it’s really pleasing 
that we have been able to help so 
many people with dementia develop 
personalized care plans. I would 
encourage anyone with a dementia 
diagnosis, or caring for someone with 
dementia, to contact us and see how 
we can help. We pride ourselves on 
developing long-term relationships 
with people and helping them to 
manage their changing needs whilst 
supporting their family as well.”  

Dr Helena Ebbs, GP at Pickering 
Medical Practice, said, “Dementia 
Forward provide the much needed 
ongoing support to people living with 
dementia and their close friends and 
family. Their contribution to the lives 
of people with Dementia in this area 
cannot be underestimated. I would 
encourage anyone who thinks that they 
might have dementia to speak to their 
GP as a dementia diagnosis can help 
to unlock significant help, including 
access to appropriate medicines, 
advice and practical information, as 
well as financial support.”

Dr Nigel Wells, Clinical Chair at the 
Vale of York CCG said, “Dementia 
can be a difficult and intimidating 
topic to talk about, but there is so 
much support and help available out 
there from brilliant organizations like 
Dementia Forward who are doing such 
positive work. This is complemented 
by the dementia support advisors 
who provide fantastic assistance to 
many people and are embedded in our 
communities right across the region.”

More recycling centres 
to reopen in North 

Yorkshire
Following the opening of half of 

North Yorkshire’s household waste 
recycling centres (HWRCs) on 6 May 
four more sites are due to open on 
Thursday (14 May).

The next local household waste 
recycling centre to reopen is: 
Tholthorpe, Flawith Lane, Tholthorpe, 
YO61 1SG.

All 20 of the County Council’s 
HWRCs closed temporarily in March in 
response to Government restrictions 
to protect the public during the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

Following the opening of ten sites, 
arrangements have been put in place 
to be able to reopen a further four 
sites across the county. All sites have 
been structured to operate within the 
guidelines and maintain the safety of 
the public and centre staff.

For safety reasons, the remaining 
6 sites (Northallerton, Ripon, Malton, 
Tadcaster, Harrogate (Stonefall) and 
Wombleton.)  cannot be opened at 
this time because of their size, layout 
and difficulty with highway safety, but 
this will be reviewed continually with 

a view to opening more as soon as 
possible.

Cllr Andrew Lee, Executive Member 
for Waste Management, said: “I am 
pleased that we continue to move 
forward, and thank residents for 
only visiting the sites when they feel 
it is essential. The 10 HWRCs that 
re-opened on Wednesday 6 May 
have managed to operate well with 
new controls to keep the public and 
staff safe. We would like to remind 
residents that we are currently unable 
to accept trailers or commercial 
customers at any of the sites.

“We want the sites to work as 
efficiently as they can, while 
prioritizing the health and safety of 
residents and our staff.”

Social distancing must be observed, 
with people remaining at least two 
metres apart at all times. 

Hand sanitising facilities at sites 
are limited, so people are advised to 
wear gloves on site and are reminded 
to wash their hands before and after 
attending an HWRC.

Please visit the website for all the 
details regarding opening times and 
days. Restrictions are in place for 
some vehicles and types of waste so 
please check before you set off. 
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What’s this?
This is the QR code for 
The Thirsk Weekly News. 
Scan the QR code and it 
will take you to The Thirsk 
Weekly News website.

Mark Hopkins Est 1988

YORKSHIRE  
LANDSCAPES LTD

PATIOS • DRIVES • KEY BLOCK PAVING
STONE & BRICK WALLING • SUNKEN GARDENS

TREE SURGEON • PONDS • TURFING
LOW MAINTENANCE GARDENS BUILT

GREEN OAK PERGOLAS

GARDENS DESIGNED
TEL: 01347 868466 OR 01845 597001
E-mail: hopkins@yorkshirelandscapesltd.co.uk

TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

Load sizes from  
1 ton to 10 tonnes  
& Prices Start at  

£25 per ton

M. Fairweather 
Groundworks 
07974 435353

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during working hours 
using the normal telephone numbers: 01347 

822875 or 01347 822598 for the Car Scheme or 
by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you are willing to volunteer or need help.

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your ongoing 

support.

You bend ’em… 
 …I’ll mend ’em!

Garry Langthorne
11a Carr Lane 

Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1EB

Tel: 01347 811113
Mobile: 07879 285549

CLM
ACCIDENT  
REPAIRS

Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers
Fran Jeffery was never into sport at 

school - and even now, she doesn't 
like team games!  As youngster, she 
got her exercise through horse riding 
and hiking with her father, and she 
worked on Duke of Edinburgh Awards.  
Later, she did an occasional 5k Race 
for Life, which is where so many 
people start, and she was also into 
long distance walking. Fran had read 
an article about a man who completed 
the Cleveland Way in under 24 hour 
- it had taken her a week - and 
this really piqued her interest! It was 
at work that she met former club 
members Peter Wragg and Catriona 
Gaudie, who told her that as she was 
"tall and skinny", she would make 
a runner. They suggested she get in 
touch with Rob Burn, who is Thirsk 
and Sowerby Harriers through and 
through! This she duly did, and the 
rest, as they say, is history.  

Her first session was one of the 
twice weekly meetings at Thirsk 
School, and the warm welcome she 
received had her hooked.  Coming 
2nd in her first Christmas Handicap 
gave her even more of a spur, and she 
soon found herself doing cross country 
races. She preferred muddy fields to 
tarmac, and was finding out about trail 
and fell running, though was yet to try 
it.  It took a long time to improve, and 
to learn to love running, which is hard 
and never seems to get any easier, but 
the benefits were immeasurable, and 
the social contact was very important. 
In 2012 she became club secretary, a 
post she held for 7 years. She must 
have done a good job, as it has taken 
2 people to replace her and fill the 
roles she was doing!  She was on the 
organizing committee of Thirsk 10 for 
a few years, and is always available 

if help is needed with any aspect of 
club life.  

Her first fell race was the Gribdale 
Gallop in 2011, and she stood on 
the start line with some trepidation, 
shaking like a leaf, as she says. She 
got round in one piece, and from 
there, she never looked back. The 
more hills, mud, distance, the better, 
and a year later, she completed her 
first marathon, the tough off road 
Osmotherly Pheonix - what a toughie 
to start with!  Since then, she has 
done many fell races, marathons, and 
some ultra running, the furthest being 
55 miles, all off road. Her attempt at 
100 miles ended in failure, and the 
training involved for such a distance 
is gruelling and takes over your life.

Fran's latest venture is "streaking" 
- running every day for a year, a 
minimum of a mile in not more than 
15 minutes. So far this year, she has 
completed 1,300 miles and is still 
going strong.  She maybe won't quite 
reach Ron Hill's achievement - he 
has been doing it for 50 years, but 
she will continue as long as injury 
and life don't intervene. She says the 
running community has introduced 
her to things she didn't know existed, 
she's been to places not seen by 
many, and experienced such highs 
you'd think she was on drugs! The 
friendships that evolve from running 
with someone for hours on end, night 
and day, and seeing them when they 
were at their most vulnerable are 
without comparison.

"And all because I made that phone 
call to Rob!"

Pictured: Fran Jeffery at a Gribdale 
Gallop Fell Race, photo courtesy Mark 
Robinson.

CLA views on restarting the  
rural economy after COVID-19

VAT on tourism businesses should 
be cut to 5% to boost the economy 
post-COVID-19, says the Country Land 
and Business Association (CLA).

The call comes as the business 
group, which represents 30,000 rural 
businesses, releases a raft of new 
suggestions to get the rural economy 
moving.

CLA President Mark Bridgeman said:
“Rural tourism businesses will 

see revenues fall by up to £17.6bn 
this year.  It is right that, for the 
moment, people stay away and 
follow government guidelines.  When 
the restrictions are lifted we are 
encouraging everyone to book their 
family holiday in the beauty and safety 
of the British landscape.

“We hope that people are looking 
forward to enjoying the tranquility and 
space that the rural and coastal areas 
have to offer and enjoy. There is 
nowhere better for a holiday than the 
Great British countryside.

“In the UK VAT on tourism 
businesses, at 20%, is far higher than 
in many other countries, including 
France (10%), Spain (10%) and 
Greece (13%).”

“A reduction in VAT to levels seen 

in other countries will ensure that 
domestic tourism is competitive and 
affordable. Competitive pricing will 
significantly boost the economy and 
keep our carbon footprint down.”

The CLA published its paper ‘COVID-
19: Restarting the economy in rural 
areas’ this week arguing that rural 
areas have an in-built advantage to 
implement social distancing thanks to 
lower population density, more space 
and less reliance on public transport.

Other measures should include:
• The tapering of furloughing 

schemes and other business support 
measures slowly to avoid a cliff edge

• Taking measures to create a more 
robust food supply chain, including 
efforts to ensure consumers buy 
British and buy local

• Simplifying the planning system 
to encourage business start-ups in 
the rural economy greater flexibility to 
the use of buildings (e.g. converting 
into homes).

• The rural economy is 16% less 
productive than the national average, 
closing the gap could be worth an 
additional £43bn to the national 
economy in England alone.

Support for family 
carers as they face the 
challenges of Covid-19
North Yorkshire is grateful to the 

many people across the County who 
are caring for family members and 
friends during the Covid-19 pandemic.

“It is estimated that up to 60,000 
people in North Yorkshire (one in ten 
of us) care for family and friends as 
part of their everyday life and many 
are now providing more care than they 
have ever done before” said Richard 

Webb, the County Council’s Director 
of Health and Adult Services. “We are 
grateful for everything they do and we 
must especially bear them in mind as 
we continue to live through Covid-19 
and the current lockdown regulations 
which can create significant added 
pressure for anyone who is a carer.

“The majority of carers are providing 
more help with emotional support and 
are checking in on the person they 
care for more often and keeping them 
motivated as well as spending more 
money on food and household bills.

“Family carers are therefore a 
crucial part of the great communal 
effort, along with colleagues and staff 
in the NHS and in social care, to help 
the nation get through this crisis.”

Unpaid family carers are now also 
classed as essential workers and 
therefore eligible for priority testing. 
“We are offering support and guidance 
on testing and where to get tested in 
the county” said Richard Webb, “we 
are working hard to provide a network 
of support for carers. As well as our 
existing services provided by Carers’ 
charities across the County, we have 
partnered with 23 community support 
organizations across the county to 
coordinate help on the ground with 
shopping, collecting prescriptions, 
caring for pets and having someone 
to talk to.” 

The County Council has established 
one point of contact – its customer 
service centre on 01609 780780. The 

line is now open seven days a week 
from 8am to 5.30pm for people to call 
who are without other help. Carers can 
also ring this number if they have any 
questions about the wellbeing of the 
person they are looking after and any 
other care they are receiving. More 
information can be found on the NYCC 
website.

The Council is also encouraging 
carers who look after someone who 
couldn’t manage without their help 
to create an emergency plan. The 
Council can give guidance on the 
creation of a plan which carers should 
have easily available and in place in 
case of an emergency so that anyone 
taking over their care has all the 
information they need.

The County Council has also 
provided an advice pack for carers 
with links to partner organizations and 
advice on use of personal protective 
equipment.

Launch of hand-drawn resource  
pack to support local charity

Rural Arts recently launched its 
RADISH Resource Pack – a selection 
of beautiful, hand-drawn art activities 
for anyone 4+.

The Thirsk-based charity, 
which enriches lives and connects 
communities across North Yorkshire, 
has been running #RADISH – Rural 
Arts’ Daily Inspiration while Staying 
at Home – for over a month, and all 
activity has been online – until now.

“We’ve reached over 1,000 people 
via #RADISH so far, and it will keep 
running until we’re able to meet 
again in person. However, we know 
lots of communities across North 
Yorkshire aren’t online – or need a 
break from so much screen time” 
says Chief Executive, Max May. “Our 
new #RADISH Resource Pack has one 
activity a day for a full week, plus a 
special bonus inside!”

The #RADISH Resource Pack can be 
downloaded from Rural Arts’ website 
for a donation of your choosing. “We 

know that now is a really hard time 
for people financially – but, as we 
approach our thirtieth anniversary, 
we need to ensure Rural Arts itself 
is around for at least thirty more”, 
says Mr. May. Further, Rural Arts is 
working with local Community Support 
Organizations and other charities to 
safely distribute printed copies to 
those in need.

The activities in the resource pack 
have been designed and drawn by 
Sorcha McCole, Rural Arts’ Visual 
Arts Coordinator. The pack itself was 
designed by fellow Thirsk business, 
MyLittleGraphicsCo. Rural Arts 
activities during the Coronavirus 
pandemic are made possible by 
support from the CAF Coronavirus 
Emergency Fund and Hambleton 
District Council.

The #RADISH Resource Pack can 
be downloaded from the Rural Arts 
website.


